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Conflicts between the Northern and Southern states after the American Revolution that led 

to the Civil War: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abolitionists- People who work to end slavery.  Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, and John Brown 

were abolitionists. 

Nat Turner 1831- As a slave Nat Turner led a revolt against plantation owners.  Over 50 white 

people were killed, including Nat Turners owner.  The plantation owners attacked back and 

over 100 slaves were killed.   

Harriet Tubman- As an escaped slave, Harriet returned to the south and helped other slaves 

escape.  She took them on a secret route to freedom called the Underground Railroad.  

John Brown 1859- John decided to raid the United States Armory/Arsenal in Harpers Ferry, 

Virginia.  He planned on getting the weapons stored there and giving them to slaves to start a 

slave rebellion.  He was captured and hanged.  

Abraham Lincoln-when he was running for President he campaigned promising not to end 

slavery in the south, but not to allow it in the new territories. The southern states did not 

believe him, so when he was elected they considered it a “call to war”.   

Confederate States of America (CSA)- Eleven states left or seceded from the Union (U.S.A.) 

and formed the Confederate States of America.  Their capital was Richmond, Virginia.   

New Territories 

Southern States 

 Wanted new states that joined 
to allow slavery 

 Slave States 

Northern States 

 Wanted new states that joined 
to NOT allow slavery 

 Free States 

Economy 

Southern States 

 Economy relied on agriculture 
(farming) 

 Relied on slave labor  

Northern States 

 Economy was based on 
manufacturing 

 produced goods in factories 



West Virginia’s Formation 1883- The western counties did not believe in slavery.  When 

Virginia voted to secede and join the CSA the western counties did not accept the vote to 

secede.  Eventually these counties left and formed West Virginia and remained with the Union. 

CIVIL WAR (War Between the States) 

Battle of Manassas/Battle of Bull Run 1861- was the first major clash or battle of the Civil 

War.  Confederate General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson played a major role in this battle.  

The Confederates eventually won this battle. 

Battle of the Ironclads 1862- this was the first battle ever of Ironclads (ships clad or covered 

with steel).  It took place in the waters near Norfolk and Hampton, Virginia.  The Confederate 

ironclad the Merrimack met the Union’s ironclad the Monitor and battled for over 2 hours.  

They shells they shot at each other had little effect on either ship.  The battle ended in a draw 

with no clear winner. (You need to know the names of the ships and which side they were on) 

Jefferson Davis- was the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Confederate Army. 

Roles of Virginians during the Civil War 

White Virginians 
Most white Virginians 
supported the 
Confederacy 

Enslaved African 
Americans 

The Confederates 
relied on enslaved 
Africans to raise 
crops & provide labor 
for the Confederate 
Army 

Free African 
Americans 

Some Free African 
Americans felt their 
limited rights could 
best be protected by 
supporting the 
Confederacy. 

American Indians 
Most American 
Indians did not take 
sides during the Civil 
War 

 

General Robert E. Lee (Confederate) was the Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia.  

His troops defeated the Union at Fredericksburg, Va.  He also surrendered to Union General 

Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, ending the Civil War. 

Richmond was the Confederate capital.  Towards the end of the war it was captured by 

General Ulysses S. Grant.  As the Confederates fled they burned their capital to keep. 

Civil War Ends- in April of 1865 in Appomattox Court House, Virginia General Robert E. Lee 

surrendered to Union General Ulysses S. Grant.  The Confederacy has lost the war. 


